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Theory Regulations for Doctoral Studies for obtaining the academic 
degree of Doctor of Philosophy (Dr. phil.) at the Offenbach
University of Art and Design HfG, dated July 1, 2021 

Preamble: 

The Offenbach University of Art and Design (HfG) supports research related to art, media, 

and design through two doctoral study models. In addition to the Offenbach model, which 

consists of a theoretical and a practical research project, the following regulations allow for 

an exclusively theoretical project. The theoretical postgraduate degree option serves to 

deepen research questions in the theoretical fields covered at the HfG Offenbach. 
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(3) As a rule, the dissertation shall be written in German. lt shall be accompanied by a list

of all sources used and a declaration that the work was compiled independently, with

the exception of specified, expressly mentioned and permissible aids. With the consent

of the supervising person, the dissertation may also be submitted in a different

language.

(4) Jointly prepared work is not permitted.

(5) Both supervision and topic may be changed up to the point when the dissertation is

submitted. Any such changes must be approved by the doctoral committee.

Section 4 Assessment of the dissertation 

(1) The dissertation shall be submitted to the Doctoral Committee in the form of four bound 

copies and also electronically as a PDF document.

(2) Upon submission of the dissertation, the Doctoral Committee shall appoint two 

examiners. The first assessment will be made by the supervisor. The second examiner 

is appointed by the Doctoral Committee in consultation with the doctoral candidate.

(3) Second examiners may be appointed from the pool of professors in the corresponding 

specialist fields or experts who have obtained their doctorate and have qualified as 

junior professors (habilitation) in these fields. lf essential methodological or factual 

aspects of the dissertation concern a subject area not covered at the HfG, an external 

expert who has qualified to be a junior professor or holds a PhD may also be appointed 

as a second examiner.

(4) The Doctoral Committee shall forward the dissertation to the examiners for assessment, 

which must be completed within three months of receipt.

(5) The assessments of the dissertation shall each contain a description of the topic of the 

dissertation, the approach (methodology), a classification of the dissertation within the 

current framework of the research on this topic, and a summarizing evaluation. In 

addition, the assessments state a grade (summa cum laude, magna cum laude, cum 

laude, rite, non rite).
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